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perhaps interest the English reader to see the whole of it. If it is not exact philosophy, neither is it empty fiction; but presents views of life and the universe with which Plato certainly intended his philosophy to be compatible. It runs thus :
' Such, said I, are the prizes, rewards, and gifts which, in addition to the good things provided by Justice herself, accrue to the upright man during life from the hands of gods and men.
1 And right noble and solid they are, he said.
'Yet these are nothing either in number or magnitude compared with the awards which await each of the two opposite characters after death; and these must be told, in order that each of the two may get to hear what our subject yet owes him.
1 Speak on, he said, and believe that you have a hearer to whom few things could be more acceptable.
* I shall not, however, said I, tell you an Alcinous ('AX/cu/ov) story, but that of a certain brave (dX/a/zov) Armenian, Er, of the family of Pamphylus, He was once killed in war; and when after ten days the bodies of the slain were taken up already in a state of decay, his was found in perfect preservation, and was carried home for the: funeral. And on the twelfth day, as it lay on the pile, he came to life again, and on re-entering life related what he had seen in the other world. He said, that on its exit his soul, proceeding in company with many others, arrived with them at a certain wonderful place, where were two clefts in the earth adjacent to one another, and opposite to these two corresponding ones in the heaven above. Between these were seated judges, who, when the verdict was passed, ordered the departure of the just, with certificates of their sentences suspended in front, by the right-hand cleft upwards through the heaven; and that of the unjust, only with the certificates of all that they had done hung behind, by the left-hand downward cleft On his arrival, he was told that he was to act as reporter to mankind of what happened there, and
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